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The Artemizia Foundation Presents: 
The Beatles: Pop, Power & Persona
On view at Gallery 818 | July 12 – August 10, 2025

The Artemizia Foundation proudly unveils The Beatles: Pop, Power & Persona, a visually 
compelling and intellectually vibrant exhibition that traces the sweeping cultural legacy 
of the 20th century’s most influential musical force: The Beatles.

More than a band, The Beatles became global touchstones—symbols of radical 
transformation, artistic innovation, and the shifting landscape of identity in postwar 
Britain and beyond. This exhibition explores how John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George 
Harrison, and Ringo Starr evolved from working-class Liverpudlians into enduring cultural 
archetypes whose personas reflected—and refracted—deep questions about celebrity, 
masculinity, youth, politics, and fame in a rapidly modernizing world.

Curated from the private collection of Sloane and Danielle Bouchever, Pop, Power & 
Persona brings together an immersive mix of vintage memorabilia, commercial objects, 
photography, and contemporary artwork. These artifacts not only evoke an era but invite 
viewers to explore the layers of symbolism surrounding the Fab Four—whose images 
became as potent as their music.

Visitors will encounter iconic album art, concert posters, rare ephemera, and promotional 
materials that trace the band’s metamorphosis from mop-topped teen idols to avant-
garde provocateurs and solo legends. Alongside these are modern reinterpretations by 
contemporary artists who continue to find inspiration in The Beatles’ mythos.

This exhibition asks: How did The Beatles’ image become both personal and collective 
property? What do their shifting styles—from tailored suits to psychedelic surrealism—tell 
us about the changing tides of masculinity, nationalism, and consumer culture? How did 
their rise mirror and mold a generation’s search for meaning in a post-industrial world?

By recontextualizing The Beatles as cultural constructs—products of art, media, politics, 
and psychology—Pop, Power & Persona offers a fresh lens on a familiar phenomenon. 
This is not just a celebration of The Beatles’ music, but a critical inquiry into how icons are 
made, unmade, and eternally remade.

Step into the story. Witness the power of pop—and the 
enduring persona of The Beatles.
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group and as individual artists— speaks to their transformative 
impact on music, culture, and even global consciousness.  As a 

collective, The Beatles revolutionized not just rock and roll, but the very idea of what a band 
could be: a vehicle for experimentation, storytelling, and social commentary. Their evolution 
from catchy pop sensations to avant-garde innovators mirrored and helped shape the 
cultural upheaval of the 1960s.

At the heart of this unprecedented success was 
Paul McCartney—a figure whose contributions 
often go underappreciated amid the mythology 
of John Lennon after his tragic assassination. 
While Lennon brought a raw, rebellious energy 
and was an exceptional songwriter, George 
Harrison infused spiritual depth, memorable 
guitar licks and wrote several brilliant songs, 
and Ringo was an excellent creative drummer 
and steadying presence in the group…. 
McCartney was the group’s most consistent 
creative engine, driving both musical and 
artistic innovation and productivity. In addition, 
McCartney was an avid art collector and in 1966 
acquired Rene Magritte’s surrealist painting of a 
green apple “Au Revoir” – and came up with the 
idea to call their company Apple Records.
 
According to Ringo: “Because of Paul, who was 
the workaholic of our band, we made a lot more 
records than John and I would've made. We liked 
to sit around a little more and then Paul would 
call 'Alright lads' and we'd go in to the studio.”
From the early days of “I Saw Her Standing 
There” to the grandeur of “Hey Jude” and the 
emotional depth of “Let It Be,” McCartney's songs 
anchored the band’s catalogue. He wasn’t just prolific; he was versatile—shifting effortlessly 
from rock and roll to classical and pop motifs…. from whimsical character studies like “Eleanor 
Rigby” to the avant-garde pastiche of Sgt. Pepper’s. As a multi-instrumentalist, arranger, and 
tireless studio presence, McCartney was often the one pushing the band forward, especially in 
the later years as internal tensions rose.

Said Bob Dylan: "I'm in awe of McCartney. He's about the only one that I am in awe of. He can 
do it all and he's never let up, you know. He's got the gift for melody, he's got the rhythm. He 
can play any instrument. He can scream and shout as good as anybody and he can sing the 
ballad as good as anybody. I just wish he'd quit.”

Portrait of Paul McCartney
Jules Muck (aka MuckRock) 2022

 
Among conflicting personality traits, John Lennon was also a prominent voice for peace 
and human rights. Lennon, though widely celebrated for his music and activism, also had a 
deeply troubling history of violence and abuse—particularly toward women. In an interview 
with Playboy, published just two days before he died, Lennon admitted, "I used to be cruel 
to my woman, and physically... any woman. I was a hitter. I couldn't express myself, and I 
hit." Acknowledging this side of his life is essential for understanding the complexities of his 
legacy. In the later years of his life, particularly during his relationship with Yoko Ono, Lennon 
appeared to confront his past with more honesty. His music began to reflect a desire for 

personal transformation. Songs like “Woman” 
and “Jealous Guy” have been interpreted as 
apologies or attempts at atonement for past 
behaviors. He also embraced feminist ideas, 
sometimes controversially, as part of his identity 
in the 1970s.

During the Vietnam War era, he and Ono used 
their public visibility for activism, notably through 
their “Bed-Ins for Peace” and songs like “Give 
Peace a Chance.” 
 
Lennon’s blunt criticism of war, materialism, 
and inequality resonated with a generation 
searching for change. His activism brought 
the countercultural ideals of the 1960s into the 
mainstream and made him a target of political 
scrutiny, including surveillance by the U.S. 
government. Even decades after his death in 
1980, Lennon’s influence remains palpable. His 
messages of peace, love, and creative freedom 
continue to inspire new generations. Memorials 
like the Strawberry Fields tribute in New York’s 
Central Park and the continued popularity of his 
music attest to his lasting legacy. 

Lennon, McCartney and The Beatles not only helped change the soundscape of modern music 
but also left an indelible mark on the cultural and political consciousness of the world.

The Beatles' collective magic remains unparalleled, but the fascination with them is 
continually refreshed by examining the dynamics within the group, and as new generations of 
music lovers discover their brilliance. 
 

Sloane Bouchever - July 2025
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